purification 1 had the same dpm 3 H/dpm 14 C ratio (2.39 : 1) as the starting material (2.43 : 1). In the second experiment also JH-II was isolated; it contained 3 H but no detectable 14 It has recently been demonstrated 1 that the albumin gland of snails not only supports the snail eggs with anti-bacterial and blood or tumor cell crossreacting agglutinins (protectins) 2 , but also with large amounts of polyvalent proteinase-isoinhibitors, several of which could be detected by the method of fibrin-agar-electrophoresis in a great number of different and quite unrelated snail eggs 3> 4 .
Subsequently we tested some fish eggs for the presence of proteinase-inhibitors, as the occurrence of heterophile agglutinins in certain fish eggs had already been described following the discovery of agglutinins in snail eggs 2 . The importance of these egg proteinaseinhibitors and agglutinins is not very well understood. It may be that they have a protective function towards bacterial invasion or that they are used in order to neutralize the sperm penetrating protease acrosin 5 ' 6 . The fact that proteinase-inhibitors are also known to occur in chicken, turkey and other avian eggs (avian egg white inhibitors) 7 points out that we are dealing here with a wide spread biological phenomenon, which offers itself for clinical investigations and awaits further practical applications 8 .
Fibrin-agar-electrophoresis was performed as described in detail previously 3 ' 4 , where also the source of the proteolytic enzymes is given. Fresh fish eggs were homogenized gently and extracted with saline 5 . After centrifugation the opalescent supernatant was used.
As a typical example, the results obtained with the extract of Cyprinus carpio (carp) will be discussed more precisely. In Fig. 1 a we have given in a preliminary experiment the picture of a normal fibrinagar-electrophoresis with the CC-extract but without any proteinase. It can be seen, that the extract itself contains a proteinase. Trypsin reveals (Fig. 1 b) the presence of two inhibitors (a-chymotrypsin reacts similarly) , while subtilisin (Fig. 1 c, d) 
